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Iraqis who have been forced from their
homes and from their homelands. The
photos show the tragic human side of
the international refugee crisis, and in
the faces of the children, you see confu-
sion and fear. How do you explain to a
child why he must leave his home, her
friends, his school? How do you explain
where her father is, or why his neigh-
borhood is riddled with concrete and
burned-out hulls of cars?

Nearly 5 million Iraqis have become
refugees because of the occupation and
civil war ravaging their nation. Inter-
national relief organizations believe
that 2 million of those 5 million refu-
gees have fled their own nations and
have sought safe haven in surrounding
countries including Jordan, Syria, and
Lebanon.

The photos in the exhibit were taken
in Damascus. They are a glimpse into
the lives of the all-too-often nameless
and faceless. How can we even think
about what it means to have 5 million
people without a permanent home? It
would be the same as if the entire pop-
ulation of the State of Kentucky or
Colorado or Minnesota was suddenly
evacuated from its State. No homes, no
jobs. A detachment from everything we
take for granted: income, schooling,
access to financial savings, being close
to one’s family doctor. Some people
even lose the very land upon which
their homes are built.

The United States State Department
made a commitment to assist in the
voluntary resettlement, but despite a
promise to take in 7,000 refugees in fis-
cal year 2007, only 1,600 were admitted
into our country. In the last 6 months,
State has only permitted an average of
400 people a month. At this pace, we’re
going to miss the target by a huge
amount again.

We owe the Iraqi people more, Mr.
Speaker. Certainly more than broken
promises and despair. We cannot solely
rely on the good graces of Iraq’s neigh-
bors or the assistance of the United Na-
tions. This is a problem that we start-
ed, and it is our moral obligation to
help resolve it.

The U.S., the United States of Amer-
ica, must end the occupation of Iraq
and focus on the real needs of the Iraqi
people. If we took even a fraction of
what we are paying to occupy a nation
in the middle of a civil war and put it
towards the refugee crisis, we could
change millions of lives and offer real
hope for their future.

Next week or the week after, the
House may consider the Iraq spending
bill. Instead of extending the adminis-
tration’s occupation of Iraq, let’s reaf-
firm our commitment to the Iraqi peo-
ple through humanitarian assistance.
Let’s bring our troops and military
contractors home, and let’s help Iraq
begin to heal.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. GARRETT)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

E—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. WELLER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. WELLER of Illinois addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

————
SUNSET MEMORIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, |
stand once again before this House with yet
another Sunset Memorial.

It is April 30, 2008, in the land of the free
and the home of the brave, and before the
sun set today in America, almost 4,000 more
defenseless unborn children were killed by
abortion on demand. That's just today, Mr.
Speaker. That's more than the number of in-
nocent lives lost on September 11 in this
country, only it happens every day.

It has now been exactly 12,882 days since
the tragedy called Roe v. Wade was first
handed down. Since then, the very foundation
of this Nation has been stained by the blood
of almost 50 million of its own children. Some
of them, Mr. Speaker, died and screamed as
they did so, but because it was amniotic fluid
passing over the vocal cords instead of air, no
one could hear them.

And all of them had at least four things in
common. First, they were each just little ba-
bies who had done nothing wrong to anyone,
and each one of them died a nameless and
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lonely death. And each one of their mothers,
whether she realizes it or not, will never be
quite the same. And all the gifts that these
children might have brought to humanity are
now lost forever. Yet even in the glare of such
tragedy, this generation still clings to a blind,
invincible ignorance while history repeats itself
and our own silent genocide mercilessly anni-
hilates the most helpless of all victims, those
yet unborn.

Mr. Speaker, perhaps it's time for those of
us in this Chamber to remind ourselves of why
we are really all here. Thomas Jefferson said,
“The care of human life and its happiness and
not its destruction is the chief and only object
of good government.” The phrase in the 14th
Amendment capsulizes our entire Constitution,
it says, “No State shall deprive any person of
life, liberty or property without due process of
law.” Mr. Speaker, protecting the lives of our
innocent citizens and their constitutional rights
is why we are all here.

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is
the clarion declaration of the self-evident truth
that all human beings are created equal and
endowed by their Creator with the unalienable
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness. Every conflict and battle our Nation has
ever faced can be traced to our commitment
to this core, self-evident truth.

It has made us the beacon of hope for the
entire world. Mr. Speaker, it is who we are.

And yet today another day has passed, and
we in this body have failed again to honor that
foundational commitment. We have failed our
sworn oath and our God-given responsibility
as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 more inno-
cent American babies who died today without
the protection we should have given them.

Mr. Speaker, let me conclude in the hope
that perhaps someone new who heard this
Sunset Memorial tonight will finally embrace
the truth that abortion really does kill little ba-
bies; that it hurts mothers in ways that we can
never express; and that 12,882 days spent
kiling nearly 50 million unborn children in
America is enough; and that the America that
rejected human slavery and marched into Eu-
rope to arrest the Nazi Holocaust is still coura-
geous and compassionate enough to find a
better way for mothers and their unborn ba-
bies than abortion on demand.

So tonight, Mr. Speaker, may we each re-
mind ourselves that our own days in this sun-
shine of life are also numbered and that all too
soon each one of us will walk from these
Chambers for the very last time.

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come,
may that be the day when we finally hear the
cries of innocent unborn children. May that be
the day when we find the humanity, the cour-
age, and the will to embrace together our
human and our constitutional duty to protect
these, the least of our tiny, litle American
brothers and sisters from this murderous
scourge upon our Nation called abortion on
demand.

It is April 30, 2008, 12,882 days since Roe
versus Wade first stained the foundation of
this Nation with the blood of its own children,
this in the land of the free and the home of the
brave.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.
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